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designate the Chief, Storage and Dis-
tribution Section, or other competent 
personnel, to represent him/her in re-
ceiving and inspecting supplies, equip-
ment and services at his/her facility. 
Duties such as, but not limited to, the 
following will be performed by these 
designees: 

(1) The inspection and certification 
as to compliance with the quality and 
quantity requirements of the purchase 
order or contract; and 

(2) Inspection of supplies and equip-
ment for condition and quantity and 
the acceptance of supplies, equipment, 
and services, based on quality inspec-
tion made by other authorized rep-
resentatives. 

(b) The Director, Library Services, 
VA Central Office, and the Chief, Li-
brary Service, at a field facility, are 
designated the representatives of the 
contracting officer to receive, inspect 
and accept library books, newspapers, 
and periodicals. Purchase documents 
will specify that delivery will be made 
direct to the library. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 54 
FR 31964, Aug. 3, 1989; 54 FR 40062, Sept. 29, 
1989; 61 FR 11586, Mar. 21, 1996; 63 FR 69217, 
Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.670 Special and limited delegation. 
The authority vested in the Sec-

retary to execute, award and admin-
ister contracts, purchase orders and 
other agreements for the expenditure 
of funds involved in the acquisition of 
the specific services set forth in this 
801.670 and its subsections, is hereby 
delegated to the Senior Procurement 
Executive for further delegation to 
those employees appointed or des-
ignated to the positions specified in 
these subsections. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 54 
FR 31964, Aug. 3, 1989] 

801.670–1 Issue of Government bills of 
lading—transportation of remains 
of deceased beneficiaries. 

The Chief, Medical Administration 
Service (MAS), or the person des-
ignated by the medical center director 
to perform MAS functions, at a Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical cen-
ter, is delegated authority to issue and 
to sign as ‘‘Issuing Officer,’’ Govern-
ment bills of lading for the shipment of 

the remains of beneficiaries expiring in 
a Department of Veterans Affairs med-
ical center. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984. Redesignated at 52 
FR 24010, June 26, 1987, as amended at 63 FR 
69217, Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.670–2 Issue of Government bills of 
lading—transportation of property. 

(a) Authority to issue and sign Gov-
ernment bills of lading for the trans-
portation of supplies, material, and 
equipment is delegated to the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Chief, Warehouse Section, VA 
Forms and Publications Depot. 

(2) Traffic Manager, Office of Acquisi-
tion and Materiel Management, Cen-
tral Office. 

(b) The employees named in para-
graph (a) of this section may designate 
one or more of their subordinates as a 
contracting officer; and, authority is 
hereby delegated to such subordinates 
to issue and sign Government bills of 
lading for the transportation of sup-
plies, material, and equipment. Des-
ignations will be in writing and specifi-
cally set forth the scope and limitation 
of the designee’s authority. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984. Redesignated at 52 
FR 24010, June 26, 1987, and amended at 54 FR 
31964, Aug. 3, 1989; 54 FR 40062, Sept. 29, 1989; 
63 FR 69217, Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.670–3 Medical, dental, and ancil-
lary service. 

(a) The Chief of Staff, the physician 
assigned the responsibility for the am-
bulatory care function, and Chief, Med-
ical Administration Service (MAS), or 
the person designated by the medical 
center director to perform MAS 
funtions, at a Department of Veterans 
Affairs facility are delegated authority 
to execute authorizations for medical, 
dental, and ancillary services under 
$10,000 per authorization when such 
services are not available from existing 
contracts or agreements. Forms speci-
fied in part 853 of this chapter will be 
used for this purpose and when order-
ing such services from existing con-
tracts. 

(b) The contracting officers named in 
paragraph (a) of this section may des-
ignate one or more of their subordi-
nates to execute the forms for purposes 
stated in paragraph (a) of this section. 
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Designations will be in writing and will 
specifically set forth the scope and lim-
itations of the designee’s authority. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 791, Jan. 7, 1985. Redesignated at 52 FR 
24010, June 26, 1987, and amended at 54 FR 
31964, Aug. 3, 1989; 63 FR 69217, Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.670–4 National Cemetery System. 
Authority for the National Cemetery 

System to procure supplies, equipment 
and nonpersonal services is delegated 
as follows: 

(a) Authority to issue and sign Gov-
ernment bills of lading for the trans-
portation of headstones and markers is 
further delegated to: 

(1) Chief, Centralized Contracting Di-
vision, Office of Operations Support. 

(2) Freight Rate Specialist, Office of 
Operations Support. 

(b) Authority to procure, in emer-
gency situations when the servicing 
supply organization cannot be utilized, 
and in accordance with the provisions 
of FAR Part 13, supplies, equipment, 
and nonpersonal services (including 
construction) required for the oper-
ation of national cemeteries is dele-
gated to: 

(1) Director, National Cemetery Sys-
tem, and Director, Office of Field Oper-
ations, National Cemetery System. 

(2) Director, National Cemetery Area 
Office. 

(c) Authority to procure items and 
nonpersonal services up to $300 per 
transaction for the operation of na-
tional cemeteries is delegated to the 
Director of each national cemetery. 
The authority is to be used only in 
emergency situations when the serv-
icing supply organization cannot be 
utilized, and the method of purchase is 
limited to the use of SF 44, Purchase 
Order—Invoice—Voucher, (FAR 13.306). 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984. Redesignated and 
amended at 52 FR 24010, June 26, 1987; 54 FR 
31964, Aug. 3, 1989; 63 FR 69217, Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.670–5 Letters of agreement. 
(a) Authority to execute, award, and 

administer letters of agreement (sub-
ject to the limitation prescribed in 
837.2) is delegated to the following: 

(1) General Counsel. 
(2) Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

Human Resources Management. 
(3) Under Secretary for Health. 

(4) Under Secretary for Benefits. 
(5) Under Secretary for Memorial Af-

fairs. 
(6) Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

Acquisition and Materiel Management 
(7) Inspector General. 
(8) Directors, Regional Medical Edu-

cation Centers (limited to obtaining in-
structors and training pursuant to sec-
tion 7471 of Title 38, United States 
Code). 

(9) Directors, Domiciliary and Med-
ical Centers and Research and Develop-
ment Service Directors authorized to 
sign for the Chief Research and Devel-
opment Officer (limited to obtaining 
peer review of research (see 837.2)). 

(b) The contracting officers named in 
paragraphs (a) (1) through (7) of this 
section may designate one or more sub-
ordinates, and authority to execute let-
ters of agreement is hereby delegated 
to such subordinates. Such subordi-
nates will be no more than one organi-
zational level below the contracting of-
ficers designated in paragraph (a) of 
this section, except that the Under 
Secretary for Health may designate the 
Veterans Integrated Service Network 
Directors. All such designations will be 
in writing, will specifically state the 
scope and limitations of the designees’ 
contractual authority, and will also 
specifically prohibit further delegation 
by the designees. Copies of the delega-
tion will be submitted to the Office of 
Acqusition and Materiel Management, 
Acquisition Administration Team. 

(c) Copies of all letters of agreement 
issued by the designees identified in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section 
will be forwarded to the servicing con-
tracting activity in order that the pro-
curement action may be entered into 
the Federal Procurement Data System. 

[49 FR 12583, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 791, Jan. 7, 1985. Redesignated at 52 FR 
24010, June 26, 1987, and further amended at 
54 FR 31964, Aug. 3, 1989; 54 FR 40062, Sept. 29, 
1989; 61 FR 11586, Mar. 21, 1996; 63 FR 69218, 
Dec. 16, 1998] 

801.680 Contracting authority of the 
Inspector General. 

(a) As provided by section 6(a) of Pub. 
L. 95–452 (October 12, 1978), the Inspec-
tor General is authorized to enter into 
contracts and other arrangements for 
audits, studies, analyses, and other 
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